Hong Kong - King George VI
Wartime Printings

Hong Kong KGVI stamps were printed by De La Rue and because the printing factory in England was
bombed on 29 December 1940, the printing plates held by the Crown Agents were sent to other printing
factories for production of stamps. The Bradbury Wilkinson printing consisted of 2¢. Sc. 10c. 30c and 50c.
from Requisition C, all printed on rough-surface paper perforated 15 x 14. 4¢ and 8c from Regquisition B
were printed by Harrison and high values from $1 Requisition C were printed by William Lea on “Chalk
substitute™ paper. Delivery of these printings. all except the 8¢ were held up by the war in the Pacific and
stocks diverted to Australia and South Africa. These and the remaining stock in England were dispatched to
Hong Kong after the end of the war on 21 & 24 September 1945. After liberation. the volume of mail
increased rapidly and further supplies were needed urgently: the so-called post-war printings were delivered
from December 1945 to January 1946 per Crown Agents Requisition Book!.

Post office stock of the wartime printings were used up by 1947 and late usages invariably came from private
holdings brought from the post office while they were on sale.

This exhibit shows the KGVI wartime printings and usages. It is a one-frame exhibit because of the narrow
scope and material available is not sufficient to fill a multi-frame exhibit without much duplication.

Bairro 28 de Maio

58/54 Rua Comandante Joao Belo

i Aﬂl U

I October 1945 “First Mail” to Macao showing usage of Pre-war 2c, 5¢ Centenary issue and 8c Harrison Printing
recovered from the post office vault. The postage rate to Macao was 8¢ per oz. at this time.

Reference:

l.  R. Vousden, ‘HK 1941-45: The effects of WWI11 on postal matters’ London Philatelist Vol. 108, September 1999

2. N. Halewood, D. Antscherl: A study of the Hong Kong definitive adhesives of King George V1, Hong Kong Study Circle
3. The Postal History of Hong Kong 1841-1997 by Edward B. Proud

4. The Philatelic History of Hong Kong Vol. 1- The Adhesives, Hong Kong Study Circle

2¢ Grey Requisition C from Plate 1, perf. 15x14

10,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

2¢ on local printed matter rate dated 26 January 1949. By this time, only postwar printings were sold by the post office
and therefore this stamp could be from private stock brought earlier.

4¢ Orange
Requisition B
From Plate 1
Perf. 15x 14

62,135 sheets
printed by Harrison

Printed in 120 format
without central gutter

This half-sheet is of
perforation type 15iii

No extension hole
on side margin

Top and bottom
margin perforated

Fed through the perforating
machine sideways

Two other perforation
types recorded?

5¢ Green Requisition C from Plate 2, perf. 15x14

10,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

5¢ local printed matter rate
22 January 1952

janassess

Requisition block and Plate block
showing bottom fed (top margin perforated)
type 15i perforation (1 pin on side margin)

5¢ printed matter rate dated 15 November 1948 to Canada

5¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

14 April 1947: $1.30 rate by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A.
BY AIR TO LONDON ONLY] Proud AM27 (16.10.46 —9.5.47)

Covers of 5¢ Green from the Bradbury Wilkinson printing are less common than the other values since the stamp was
used mainly on printed matter. The 5¢ Centenary issue was initially put on sale at the post office before the 5¢.

10¢ Violet Requisition C from Plate 1, perf. 15x14

10,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

Requisition block and Plate block showing bottom fed (top margin perforated)
Type 15i perforation (1 pin on side margin)

The Menagar,
Cormmonwealth Banl' of Australis,
BRISBANE,

Australia.

10¢ used on surface mail rate dated 15 November 1945 to Australia.

4¢ Harrison Printing usages

15 October 1947: 5¢ Local letter rate

DENVER, COLORADO,
Us Se. As

R L o

v

10 May 1946: 30¢ surface rate to U.S.A.

10¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

12 July 1946: affixed on post office formula aerogram to Singapore 40¢ rate
30¢ Sage affixed is also from Bradbury Wilkinson Printing

BY AIR MAI
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26 August 1947: 80¢ per 'z oz. airmail rate to Australia

10¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

15 December 1947: $1.30 rate by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A.
BY AIR TO OFFICE OF EXCHANGE ONLY Proud AM19 (10.2.47 —27.9.48)

23 September 1946: §1 airmail rate to England
By this time. postwar printings had arrived, 50¢ from Req. E

30¢ Sage
Requisition C
From Plate 1
Perf. 15x 14

17,000 sheets
printed by Bradbury
Wilkinson

Printed in 60 x 60 format
with central gutter

One extension hole
on side margin and gutter

Top fed (bottom perforated)
Only value perforated from
this direction

30¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

UNITED DEVELOPMENT CO.
129, HONGKONG & SHANGHAI BANK BUILDING
HONG KONG

Tae Chlo Chemical & Mfg., Co.,
60 Tast 42nd Street,

New York 17, N.Y.,

U.S.A,

16 August 1946: surface mail to U.S.A., 30¢ per oz. rate

3 January 1947: direct airmail to U.S.A., $2.80 per ' oz. rate

30¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

23 August 1946: by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A., $1.30 per 4 oz. rate
BY AIR TO LONDON ONLY Proud AMS (23.11.45-2.10.46)

HONG KONG REGIST
THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO AN
- TO BE REGISTERED AND A

NAME AND ADDRESS

OF SENDER.
L.F HOUGHTON, -
l6Vicrory RVE;,
Ham AVT.N.:
,%-Wn.dﬂ&f-' 2
} MONGHEMNG:

27 August 1946: Double-rate + 25¢ registration fee by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A.
Probably no instructional handstamp was available at the Kowloon Branch post office

50¢ Red Purple Requisition C from Plate 1, perf. 15x14

7,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

Requisition block and Plate block showing bottom fed (top margin perforated)
Type 15i perforation (1 pin on side margin)

Late use of 50¢ on double-rate registered letter from Kowloon Branch post office on 2 July 1950 to U.S.A.
Surface mail rate 30¢ for first oz. and 20¢ for each additional oz.. registration fee 30¢

31 October 1945: by airmail to Leyte and surface mail to U.S.A., $1 per 2 oz. rate
BY AIR TO LEYTE ONLY Proud AM9 (25.10.45 —27.11.45) on reverse Victoria Hong Kong 31 OC 45

20 February 1946: by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A., $1.30 per '4 oz. rate.
BY AIR TO LONDON ONLY Proud AMS5 (23.11.45—2.10.46)

50¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

- S

7 December 1945: double-rate letter airmail to London by Imperial Airways, 31 per ' oz. rate
Probably due to shortage of $1 value, block of four of the 50¢ was affixed

9 December 1945: by airmail to Sydney only and surface mail to Brisbane, $1 per /2 oz. rate
BY AIR TO SYDNEY Proud AMS (4.12.45 — 15.2.46) less than six examples recorded

30¢ & 50¢ Bradbury printing for uprating postal stationery envelope

22 November 1945: airmail to England, $1 per ' oz. rate
The 15¢-envelope intended for the pre-war Empire 'z oz. surface rate was obsolete after the war

$1 on “Chalk substitute” paper

14 November 1945: $1 William Lea printing on “Chalk substitute™ paper, - oz. airmail letter to England
According to Halewood?, only 5,049 40/120 sheets were delivered to Hong Kong
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stocks diverted to Australia and South Africa. These and the remaining stock in England were dispatched to
Hong Kong after the end of the war on 21 & 24 September 1945. After liberation, the volume of mail
increased rapidly and further supplies were needed urgently: the so-called post-war printings were delivered
from December 1945 to January 1946 per Crown Agents Requisition Book!.

Post office stock of the wartime printings were used up by 1947 and late usages invariably came from private
holdings brought from the post office while they were on sale.
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I October 1945 “First Mail” to Macao showing usage of Pre-war 2c. 5c¢ Centenary issue and 8c Harrison Printing
recovered from the post office vault. The postage rate to Macao was 8¢ per oz. at this time.
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2¢ Grey Requisition C from Plate 1, perf. 15x14

10,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

2¢ on local printed matter rate dated 26 January 1949. By this time, only postwar printings were sold by the post office
and therefore this stamp could be from private stock brought earlier.



4¢ Orange
Requisition B
From Plate 1
Perf. 15x 14

62,135 sheets
printed by Harrison

Printed in 120 format
without central gutter

This half-sheet is of
perforation type 15iii

No extension hole
on side margin
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4¢ Harrison Printing usages

15 October 1947: 5¢ Local letter rate

10 May 1946: 30¢ surface rate to U.S.A.



5¢ Green Requisition C from Plate 2, perf. 15x14

10,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

5¢ local printed matter rate
22 January 1952

Requisition block and Plate block
showing bottom fed (top margin perforated)
type 151 perforation (1 pin on side margin)

5¢ printed matter rate dated 15 November 1948 to Canada




5¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages
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14 April 1947: $1.30 rate by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A.
BY AIR TO LONDON ONLY] Proud AM27 (16.10.46 —9.5.47)

Covers of 5¢ Green from the Bradbury Wilkinson printing are less common than the other values since the stamp was
used mainly on printed matter. The 5¢ Centenary issue was initially put on sale at the post office before the 5¢.



10¢ Violet Requisition C from Plate 1, perf. 15x14

10,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

Requisition block and Plate block showing bottom fed (top margin perforated)
Type 15i perforation (1 pin on side margin)

The Mensagsr,

Cormmonwealth Ban) of Australisa,

BRISBANE,

Australia.

10¢ used on surface mail rate dated 15 November 1945 to Australia.



10¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

12 July 1946: affixed on post office formula aerogram to Singapore 40¢ rate
30¢ Sage affixed is also from Bradbury Wilkinson Printing

BY AIR MAILYE

26 August 1947: 80¢ per ' oz. airmail rate to Australia



10¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

PAR AVION
VIA AEREA

15 December 1947: $1.30 rate by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A.
BY AIR TO OFFICE OF EXCHANGE ONLY Proud AM19 (10.2.47 —27.9.48)

23 September 1946: $1 airmail rate to England
By this time, postwar printings had arrived, 50¢ from Req. E




30¢ Sage
Requisition C
From Plate 1
Perf. 15x 14

17,000 sheets
printed by Bradbury
Wilkinson

Printed in 60 x 60 format
with central gutter

One extension hole
on side margin and gutter

Top fed (bottom perforated)
Only value perforated from
this direction




30¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

UNITED DEVELOPMENT CO.
129, HONGKONG & SHANGHAI BANK BUILDING
HONG KONG

Tae Chio Chemical & MfZ.,
60 Tast 42nd Street,

New York 17, N.Y.,

U.S.A.

16 August 1946: surface mail to U.S.A., 30¢ per oz. rate

" BY AIR MAIL
 PAR AVION |
VIA AEREA,

3 January 1947: direct airmail to U.S.A.. $2.80 per % oz. rate



30¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages
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SUN KIN COMPANY

33, QUEEN'S ROAD, CENTRAL
LOCK HING BUILDING
'P. O. Box 1129

HONG KONG .
. ELARTO!

Messrs.
Hunson Lumber Compan
I}&g Leandro, calirornia,
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23 August 1946: by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A_, $1.30 per ' oz. rate
BY AIR TO LONDON ONLY Proud AMS5 (23.11.45—2.10.46)

HONG KONG REGIST]

THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO AN

= "|':0 BE REGISTERED AND A
-_-_-_“Z&d‘ f{ ”

.-___-{—jﬂ?lzq

NAME AND ADDRESS
OF SENDER.

L. F HovGHTON,
16 VicToRY RVE,
Hom AVT.N
Howrev2n
HONCHEME.

27 August 1946: Double-rate + 25¢ registration fee by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A.
Probably no instructional handstamp was available at the Kowloon Branch post office




50¢ Red Purple Requisition C from Plate 1, perf. 15x14

7,000 sheets printed by Bradbury Wilkinson

Shaswder

Requisition block and Plate block showing bottom fed (top margin perforated)
Type 15i perforation (1 pin on side margin)

Late use of 50¢ on double-rate registered letter from Kowloon Branch post office on 2 July 1950 to U.S.A.
Surface mail rate 30¢ for first oz. and 20¢ for each additional oz., registration fee 30¢



50¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages

31 October 1945: by airmail to Leyte and surface mail to U.S.A_, $1 per % oz. rate
BY AIR TO LEYTE ONLY Proud AM9 (25.10.45 —27.11.45) on reverse Victoria Hong Kong 31 OC 45
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20 February 1946: by airmail to London and surface mail to U.S.A., $1.30 per '% oz. rate.
BY AIR TO LONDON ONLY Proud AMS (23.11.45—2.10.46)



50¢ Bradbury Wilkinson Printing usages
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L. H. G, Funfrey,

C1d House,
Rusnall,
larliborough,

7 December 1945: double-rate letter airmail to London by Imperial Airways, 31 per /2 oz. rate
Probably due to shortage of $1 value, block of four of the 50¢ was affixed

9 December 1945: by airmail to Sydney only and surface mail to Brisbane, $1 per % oz. rate

BY AIR TO SYDNEY Proud AMS (4.12.45 — 15.2.46) less than six examples recorded



30¢ & 50¢ Bradbury printing for uprating postal stationery envelope

22 November 1945: airmail to England. $1 per 2 oz. rate
The 15¢-envelope intended for the pre-war Empire 'z oz. surface rate was obsolete after the war

14 November 1945: $1 William Lea printing on “Chalk substitute” paper. 2 oz. airmail letter to England
According to Halewood?, only 5,049 40/120 sheets were delivered to Hong Kong
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