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CONTEXT 
Migration labourers from neighbouring countries are part of the South 
African industrial complex for more than a century. Especially the 
various mine houses actively recruited migration labour through 
WeNeLa (Mine Labour Organisations Limited) and NRC (Mine Labour 
Organisations) since 1902. Labourers sent money to their families 
using the postal system, commercial banks or mine workers also used 
WeNeLa. Money send by mail was sent to post offices or postal 
agencies close to where addressed family members lived in 
neighbouring countries.  
Letters sent to the Sekakes postal agency had been opened in 
Sekakes Store. The amount inside the letter was written on the cover. 
The covers were kept as proof of receipt. The total cost, regardless 
of the amount sent, was 18c surface mail and 19c airmail, 
calculated: 4c for surface mail/5c for airmail + 10c for registered 
mail + 4c to buy small registered envelope. The stamps used on the 
letters are the definitive and commemorative stamps at the time. 
Maseru is the capital city of Lesotho and established in 1869. It is also 
the camptown (capital) of the Maseru District. It is located on the 
Caledon River on the Lesotho-South Africa border. The name means 
'place of red sandstones'. Mail arrived in Maseru from South Africa via 
two routes. 
Qacha's Nek has since 1888 been the camptown of Qacha's Nek 
District in Lesotho, only two kilometres from the South African border. 
Qacha (Nghatja) was a son of Moroosi (the chief of the BaPhuthi clan.) 
The mail arrived at Qacha's Nek through three South African routes. 
Sekakes is a village located in the Qacha’s Nek District. It was named 
after the son of Mosothoane. Mail arrived from Qacha’s Nek twice a 
week. The postal agency was in the Sekakes Store.
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SEKAKE(S) 
• District: Qacha’s Nek 
• Postal code: 640 
• Opened: 1931 (closed 

and re-opened 1 
December 1954) 

• Under control of Qacha’s 
Nek post office until 31 
May 1977 

• Mail Routes from South 
Africa. 

1. Johannesburg - Maseru 
- Semonkong - Qacha’s 
Nek - Sehapa - Sekake


2. Bloemfontein - Maseru 
- Semonkong - Qacha’s 
Nek - Sehapa - Sekake


3. Matatiele - Qacha’s Nek 
- Sehapa - Sekake


SEHAPA(S) 
• District: Qacha’s Nek 
• Postal code: 608 
• Opened: 1938 (closed 

and re-opened 1950) 
• Under control of Qacha’s 

Nek post office 

QACHA’S NEK 
• District: Qacha’s Nek 
• Postal code: 600 
• Opened: 1892 
• Mail Routes from South 

Africa: 
1. Johannesburg - Maseru 

- Semonkong - Qacha’s 
Nek


2. Bloemfontein - Maseru 
- Semonkong - Qacha’s 
Nek


3. Matatiele - Qacha’s Nek

SEMONKONG 
• District: Maseru 
• Postal code: 120 
• Opened: 1892 

MASERU 
• District: Maseru 
• Postal code: 100 
• Opened: 1 January 1872 
• Mail Routes from South 

Africa: 
1. Johannesburg - Maseru

2. Bloemfontein - Maseru

EXHIBITIONPLAN


➡Sekakes Postmark  
➡Route 1: 

Johannesburg -> 
Maseru -> Qacha’s 
Nek -> Sekakes 

➡Route 2: 
Bloemfontein -> 
Maseru -> Qacha’s 
Nek -> Sekakes 

➡Route 3: Matatiele 
-> Qacha’s Nek -> 
Sekakes

SENDINGMONEYHOME 

SOUTHAFRICATOSEKAKESFROMJANUARYTOSEPTEMBER1973

SCOPE 

This exhibit focuses 
on mail containing 
money sent back to 
family members. 
During September 
1973 the riots on 
mines had led to 
s e n d i n g a l l 
mineworkers from 
Lesotho back home 
and the sending of 
m o n e y w i t h 
r e g i s t e r e d m a i l 
ended.

PHILATELICSIGNIFICANCE


1. The Sekakes postmark shown in this exhibit has been 
introduced in 1931 and last recorded by philatelists in 
1966. Latest use recorded in this exhibit is 14 
September 1973.


2. A selection of items are shown from all three 
routes entering Lesotho from South Africa. 

3. Paid for land mail had sometimes been carried by 
airmail. 

4. Paid for airmail had sometimes been carried by 
land mail. 

5. Same postal rates were applicable for domestic mail in 
South African and to Lesotho in 1973.

PURPOSE 

A s e l e c t i o n o f 
c o v e r s a r e 
presented that were 
sent from various 
industrial centres in 
South Africa (mainly 
mines) to Sekakes 
in Lesotho.

Letters send to Sekakes 
are < 590 in 1973
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