|A First Flights through Kuwait
1932 ~ 1934

(T ‘s Madtna plane on o Kiosad Almport sancdy nuemesy in 0 B3d)

In March 1827, tha British Marine A Navigation, Caimler Alrways, Handley Page Trangport and intone Ajr
Lina, marged into Tha Impannl Alrways (1A), 8 new enlity which girned 1o lnk the Balish Empire colonies. (A had
twia main routes, one through East As@ and oll the way 1o Ausiralla and the othar throughoul Africa. 1A graally
conthbuted to developmp maill services and accelirating s inlercontinental movement

In Apnl 1828 the Parsian Government agreed to el the 1A fly over their termtory. 1A's route extended from Basra
b reach Bushire, Lungsh. Jask, Gwadar and then Karachl This made the joumeoy betwean Croydon, England and
Karach take only seven days and the manl sent from Kuwail 1o Kamchi o take only two days compared fo the
previous 10-14 days for mail sent by saa

In July 1932 the Persian Governmant issiued a ban ol 1A Mights over its soll, Thes causad the British and Indian

gouarmments make an agreement with the rular of "Sharah” 1o aliow 1A Nights with an ovemnight slop for rest. Asa
resull, Kuwnail becama the first stop for fights heading rom Basm 1o Karachi

(] Dutling of Exhibit
| Tna Cairc - Basa Sarvice, 1857-1029
: Tha Engtand ~ India Sannce
- Perugn Coast, 1820-1832 I
Aratian Coast, 1033 ' N
1% dinget flight from Kuwail, 1833 s
1¥ Nights: Baghdad, Nisw Zeatand . Afhens T
1* Might: Kuwadt, Calcuna I mm

_ Page No. |

1" Mighl Misvall. Rangoan ' 1
1" fight' Kuwsst. Singapore AL
Trans-Atlanbe = South Amenca. 15734 LIRS

i | Afican Service, 1° ight: Kuswast Curtsan, South Africa in

This exhibit showcases a number ol mamorial covers that were asnt aleng sach new route launched
during that period (1832-18234). Thoy wore sometimes addressed (o the sender’s own names in order 1o
have them sent back. Those covers are highly significant in tracking the first flights to and from Kuwalt.
The memorial covers highlight the influence of airlines on the development of postal services.
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“The Cairo ~ Basra Service"
1927-1929

Imperial Airways took over the RAF Baghdad - Cairo service in January 1927 and extended It to Basra. The service
was forinighity until April when it became weokly, it had been expecied thal the air route woulkd be exiended 1o
Karachi after a short time, but there were problems in negotiating fying rights over Persia and 5o the extension was
dedayed untll 1829, and thus for two year opemted only between Cairo and Basra

“Aur Mail” [abal
affieed in blus

Houte: Basmah,
Baghdad, Rulbal,
Gaza, Cairo, and
then sea from
Porl Said to
Marseilies and
from there
Liowrvclicn.

Adr Mail Rate
1% s for

avery 10 grams
or fraction

1928 (Oct @) A cover from Kuwait to Michigan, USA via Basra (Dct. 11), bearing
KLAWAIT kier cancel, franked 4 as. Indian stamps overpnnt "Kuwail' 1o pay the 3 s=
Surface postage and the 1% as. air fee for lefler up 1o 10 in weight.

Taier Wimaett

Map of “Impenal Airways” Caro - Basra air sarvice, January 1927 — March 1020
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“The England ~ India Service"
The Parsian Coas!

1929-1832

Inauguration of Impenal Awways ‘Corydon-Karachi' Service opaned on March 1929, The route started by airmail
from London to Paris and Basel then by train to Genoa then again by air to Alexandria to Karachi with stops at Gaza,
Rutbah, Baghdad, Basra. Bushire, Lengeh, Jjask and Gwadar. In November 1829 the first section of the route was

altered fto an all air route from London to Pars. Cologne, Nuremburg, Vienna, Budapest, Skopje. Salonika, and
Afhens Creta, Alexandria o

BY AIR"
Handstamp applied
in biack

This cover flown

an the first return
fMlight, which lefl

Karachi on 7 April
1929

mﬁm. __ v

g ATR)  [uwadt

¥en by car o e 'f)-t.r*h_m E'-“'-{.f

1929 {Apr. 3) a cover from Deafhi, India o Kuwaill (Ape, 14), via Karachi (Ape. 7), Bushine

(Apr. B), Basra (Apr. 9), franked 8 as Indian $lamps overprin lo pay surface posiage 3
as. & air fee of 5as. including 2 a=. for intemnal air mail from Daihd to Kamachi,

Aratsan S

The Alexandria = Dalhi sachon of the route as from Decembar 1520
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“The England ~ India Service"
London to Kuwail
1832

The Impadal Alfrways route to India changed 1o Arabian side of the Gulfl in Oclober 1832, alterad from Persian side:
Bushire, Lingsh, Jask to Basra, Bahrain - Sharjah (Arablan sids) and Kuwail became a regular port of call lor Impearial
Airways aircraft and both Eastbound and Westbound mail and passenger carrying machings stop hare

BY AIR MAIL

PAA AVION

e

1832 (Sep. 30) A cover from London lo Kuwalt (Oct. 8) via Bassa (Oct. 6), franked GB 6 d
endorsed First Flight "London-Kuwall' in manuscript

Erralia
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“The England ~ India Service”
The Arabian Coast
1833

Flrst Imperial Aingays flight landed at Kuwail was on 28" Oct. 1832 On 22 Dec 1532, Sheikh of Kuwat agreed wih
the Pofitical representative 1o operate an aviation ine - on trisl - for six months provided i will convey passangers ns
well ma mail, and first dirsct Night from the West to Kuwait was on 6® Jan 1833, and first Might 1o returmn direct from the
Eant was on 14" Janusry.

This cover was
Mown on first
mirvice Uretable
introducs Jan
1833, from Kuwait
Westbound
sarvioe.

T3 (Jan, 5) A cover fram

“The England ~ India Service”
Incoming First Flights
1833

“The England - India Service"
Atteens | Kuwait 7 Athens
1833

First Flight
Athans - Kuwait

The first direct Tight
Trom Allsens 1o K

23 Letters camad

1933 (May_ 8) A
regisiened cover from
Athens to Kuwait (May.
11), franked 100, BD .
A0, with double ring

“England ~ India Service Extension”
Calcutta ~ Kuwail
1833

From 1 July 1833 the Imperal Alrways London-Karschi-Daihi airmail service was exiended (o Catculia vin Cawnpon
gnd Allahabad The ratum fight inft Calcuita on 11 July and armved n London on 17 July

{ 3 AIR MAIL |} I L] o &

U ® @ wF_w O Vo L R R
e LRSI T T EREEk

First Flight
Calcutts - Kuwait

AWICIN

Th rafurn fight lei
Cakcutta with the
specEl resiangular
posirnark sHows:
Kamchi-Calewita

11 Jul First Alrmall

Euwail 1o England, via Gasrn mg cancel on the
(. T) bearing HUWAIT Kiker 2. B PR reverse.
zancel, franked 7 as, Indian sl -"-:-It : :‘- 2L Eﬁ '::I priribed
stamps overprint “Kuwail", to A T LY SRR l
aay the 3 as for surface == 3 OV REe S \ i
postags and 4 as, aif fee for Tk 1 Fomit = RN Vr, 0.7, KEEsrist Cal=urtnl
efter up 1o 10 §. in weight to BAGHIIAD ugss ) I Witwe asgnac in =L SRR S SRy
England e = bl pen "unknown Ole Poatmanter,
No EES - _7:_“,' from the Posimaster SURAT
T e | — of Kywat. and ek 8 "‘F., =
Sean of becksida I = ot ) returned to Caloutia Cal_Ltulla,
A leftor addressed to New Jealand with "Missent to Kuwad® writen and signed in red pen By Gndinn Brononlinonia!’ Rireays  ond  Tmoerds! Mircays
1633 [Jan. 4) A registered cover from Baghdad. iraq to Kuwait (Jan. 7), franked 21 fifls from the Postmaster of Kuwait, and retumed via Basrah (May. 14) backstamped Jirsi_Wogular Fimal Between Calculla and Karachl
Thh m.rm — LNy B4 1 B ELFRS ] i ey b . el - -
e nm‘ -T;# :1' T 'lrnl;‘-.i::vi -rll-":h =i 'l'r'r;-l-\ u-l-:: :F:rr:: Tlrl:"l'lr:;l.ﬁf::.:l:l
et First Flight
introduce Jan rst
1933, from Kuwait First Flight Kuwait - Athens
Eastbound ice, 2
v New Zealand - Kuwait _ 1933 (May. B) A cover from Caleutts to Muwait (Jul 13), franked 3 a5 9 p.. with double
Westbound service, ?;iu‘n flight to Athens, fing recotving cance! on the revarse
1833 (Jan. 4] A oot i ol kot
frpimi K uneadt 10 Birschl SpeC WHE
indlin, besting KUWRIT applied in New Zealand mtm {Mﬁ:: ﬁiﬁn 1o 1
i e A Athens (May. 27) St SRR Y
Kuwesir, ig pa the & as. buaring "KUWAIT’ Coute: Cateutts (11 | Id:"\
for surface postage and 2 killer canced, franked na Laoutia (1 1. 39 =\ A
as. nir fes for lefier up to 4% as. Indian stamps Jull, Fuwmil [Jui; 13} R Uk
10 9. In weight to Karach! e overprint ‘KUWAIT', fo radimaeing. fo Exlim = W Aes
fromm Kinwel (Jul 25) . T e
pay for Jas surlace "3
‘e postage and 1% as air Basra (Jul 27), and lo . .#J]'I
| foo for printed letter Cakoutta {Jul. T) then 1o i \ --u.I' f
'H' ; el Er dviyim, b Botanic Garden (Jul. 18] 7 T
‘ AT YRS £ X —— X
Scan of backside = R N
Scan of backside
Propagenda labels were applied by |he Graek Ministry of Communicalions at Athens and
1633 (Mar. 31) A cover from Wellington. New Zealand to Kuwail (Apt. 27), with double read “The attached lefter has arrived quickly, as it was sent by Air Mail. Reply in
to your local Post Office. W necessary apply in wriling to us" Pos! Telegraph and
o8 0 Telephona H.O. Ministry of Communications 07 a8
“England - India Service Extension” “TOREBABATLIG = S0Wh ATRICH “England - India Service Extension” Indian National Alrnways & Trans-Continual
Kuwait ~ Calcutta Graf Zeppelin Kuwait ~ Brazi Rangoon / Kuwait / Rangoon Kuwalt = Singapare - Kuwait
1933 1933 1933 1633
Opening of the regular airmail senice by iImpenal Airways and Indian Trans-Continual Alrways between London and 23 Seplembar 1633 Imperial Airwarys extanded roul from India 1o Rangoon. mall were posted from Kuwal on 22 Opsning of the reguie sittrul service by Impesial Anugys and Indisn Trass-Conlinus| Alrways betwesn London and
Calcufta. First mail from London was 1 July 1833, but Kuwait and mail was not flown untll second flight, Seplembet, and armved in Rangoon on 1 Oclober 1633, Singapore
<o BY AIR MAIL |
Grat Zeppelin 4™ VIA IEPPE. & Firat Flight PAR AVION |
Wﬂ'ﬂm - 1833 Flight 1o PRTEOR T CEA T 8 Kuwait - Rangoon : First Flight —
3 South America [ atiars =
1633 (Jul. 15) A cover from A . 14 Lot EEH'-LIE Kuwalt - Singapore E,I :"If._,:.lill
: aximat B $10 7 Letter camed
Kuwait, to Calcutta, India t:f:_:m il o T Letters can
(Jul. 24) via Basra (Jul, 16) 1'1;-: w{w zlan:mmﬂ- 00
beraring KUWAIT" killer Endarsad Y 1933 (Doc. ) A cowel
cancel, franked 7as. Indian = ;o “By awrmail 1o Landon, mﬁﬂg W’W from Kuwadt 10 Singapore
stampe overpnnt ‘e f: /f’ Jun.nﬁ{ fa:2 A baaring Great Britain franked £ s Indian (Ot 1), vin Bazrah 10
KUWAIT, 1o pay the 3 as __r'f.i‘.f F’ 1 Ly : K G.V. 5d. pair, tied by tamps sl KLAWAIT ez, Pangng 18 Des
for surface postags and 4 : 9 = Lncli ety pe : dﬂ“mmr 4k Kadah 19 Dec 1833,
. et 25 GBllat Neas Zeppelin cachets, Berlin ma ) 10 pay for 3 as. syt ey g
@ In waight ) * - transit mark surface poatage and § as OFLMING OF TME KERULAR * cancel. franked 8 i
. aif fos for rate TAPTMIAL. AMRATE AN Lo INKam Stamps Gvarprn T K.P.0.180,,
; mmumml KLIWAIT S0 pary'For 3 an Ty Oroys Head,
: e LIUWAYE MTWEEN LONDON surface postage and & ap LT 00 7
{"&ff;;ff&, AND RANGOON S e e T OPENINE ©F THE MEGLLAR o s
o i1estis
IOiAN FRA E] s
15833 (Jul 20) A registared cover from Kuwall 1o Reaile - Pemambuco, Brazi (Aug m:‘g'm“f’mﬁ“m
&) vim Londan (Jul. 24) -20 days in tranaf- | Bardin = Frednchahalen, Germany (Aug b__'
5), bearing "KUWAIT" double ring “Req’ cancel, franked 8% as indian stamps First Flight
ovarprnt "KLAWAIT
Route: By Air, Baghdad, Calro, Brindisi, Croydon, Landon and Friednchshafien then RRagoda: el ;;“" Flight "
Flight by Zappelin o Reatle - Permambuce. Brax) S e s S ngapora - Kuwait ]
Flr.“ ] ; [ ARITETT ] b o '_ e ¢ Rt A nito H:H'c'i-'l'I-I'I HIT .Ih”:lt Hﬂ”.
Kuwait - Asansol . = : il
‘ BY AIR MAIL Vi 46 A e AN
1633 (Jul. 15) A cover " - - | . A iy ._;,:.__..E:.ﬂ‘: .'” Dec 75 A covar
from Kuwai, lo drie o e ?;;izm;‘ ;:‘.Ilﬂh MAIL Eﬁﬂ“ a), rl'lﬂhﬂ?:ﬂm *i \ st r'l'.ul-;: ?E?IEF;TIE EL;:I'-I::“
Asansol, India (Jul 22)  }  omcwia of T wcohian America BY AR VIA ZEPPELIN with double ring Kuwat 3 7 Siraits Setthmprs 33
¥ Oare LWL 19) ﬁ:uﬁ:t ANWAYS ANE || PaR_AVION FEERRICNEIRAIEN Iecaning cancel an the with circular framed “T" and
bearing KUWAIT' kiler TN -ruﬂ{m"l;liuuh Apprommately 14 IV ETSE bomsd "POSTAGE DUE
'Iﬁﬂ'lﬁﬂsw Tas _ ml?n'ﬂ:mﬁ Letters camed - with manusenpl "ond @nna”,
ndian ps ovarpini bl g : There is 8 commemorative and with Baghund {6 Jan
KUWAIT", 1o pay the 3 1934 (Sep. 28) A egistered i | dumbbell cachet on the A o A 34) Basra (8 Jun, 34)
as, for surface postage cover from Kuwai to = ' back which includes the LN WAL SERVET WY (Unpud cncelon Koawad
and 4as. ait fee for Pemambucao, Brazl date of 2 Oclober. Wﬁh AND arrival marks on fevorss
latter up to 10 g in (Ot 17) via Friedrichahafen prizoapdbi il
waight (Oct 12), beanng "KUWAIT™ | AND MANGODN Postal rele wes 43 cenla
double fing ‘Reg” cancal - 13 cont pad oma mne i evieE Y
Printad Ak Mail "labal” franked 8% as. Indian postoga due coleched in (MPCIIAL  AIWAYY  AMD
annulied in Singapaore stamps overprint KLWAIT Soan of Wit
by two red pencil lines, Bockuide

IMPERIAL

redirect - property by AIRWAYS

s mad - via Alahabad

Endaraad "By mirmad 1o 8 Hermann Fioltn & Co

London’ bit not sant through

pelfs=tErnam'tiog.

Jul. 24) 1o Bormbay London_
1 : Routs : : TR
Via Basra, Baghdad. Milano ama
Fnednchshalen
1
09 10 LB ‘
“Indian National Airways &Trans-Atlantic" "Singapore Imperial Airways Service” “Indian National Airways Extended by Air Taxi Service” “Trans-Atlantic ~ South America”
Kuwail ~ Singapore Kuwalt ~ Australia Kuwait ~ \izagapatam & First Flight to Durban /South Africa
1933 1834 1934
18934
i 4 . ; . A bi-weaily service batween Calculta and Madras stopping ot Gannavaram, Vizagapatam and Pun 1o connect with
Opening of the Air Mall Service by Imperial Airways and Qantas Empire Alrways between England and Australia the east :vrrd west bound sanvice of the Indian Trans continental Alrways and Indian National Alrways and Indian
National Airways.
First Flight First Flight '
Kuwait - Singapore i B AR MAL Kerwatt - Vi BY AIR KOWEIT - KARACHT - CALCUTTA - mﬂl Wn a:ﬁnhl
:ﬁﬁLTI:;#H cathat . e II_ _*'L el B letters camed from . m m tmh“‘.hﬂ‘
“FIRST FLIGHT BY e Kimwart Eritontaid by skl 19 .
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS® B R MATREY 1834 (Feb. Bj A covet to London

75 Laftars carmed

1833 (Dec. 1A
ragisterad dovar from
Kuwait 1o Singapore (Dec
19! beanng "MLAWAIT
Reg double ning cancal
frariked 8'5as Indian
stamps overprint
KLWAIT, flown in firal
Irmpeerinl Airsways /indian
MNobonal Alrways sesvion
extanged 1o Singapore

Printed Alr Mad “lsbel” anhulled in Singapote by two blue pencil lines, redinect -
propetly by sea mal - via Bombay {Dec 30) to Baghdad 1834 (Jan 13}

First Flight
Kuwait - Bangkok

With blue cachat BY MR MAIL

BppiE | W
“FIRST FLIGHT BY :
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS™

PRR  AVVEEN

710 10 Lenars = —
COTRsd

L= R[ 7 i -|l""!-;:..-'il:.;,.|,..._,___
1033 (Dae 47 | 37 r, 'J‘- e i i
TES | I ._”p"q. HI. FoT. | 2/t F __.!I.l#‘_'"_' o
registerad cover from \ 1= 1
Muwad 10 Bangeok |Dec
18] bearing ‘KLAWAIT
neg double nng cance
frankea 2'5as. Indian
stamps overpaint
KLRWATT, flown m fired
impmrial Alrways lindian
Natonal Arways BeVICE
Bntinded lo Singapoe

F s i-‘ .:'-il

AN S
) A

'-."_'r.,' .

13

=

CFEMNG OF TriE AIR MAIL
SERVICE BY IMPIRIAL
AMWAYS AND QANTAS
PMPIZL AIRWATYE
ERTWEEN ENGLANWD
AND  AUSTRALLA

Jobhn 5.0avis Eag.,
fogte lHeatanta,
MITAMIRNE,
VYietoria,
AUSTRALIA

B

1934 (Dec. 8) A cover from Kuwalt 1o Melbourne, Victona (5. Jan. 1835). Elizabeth St Malboume (7. Jan,
1635), bearng WUWAIT' Kiler cancel, franked (5, Jan_ 1935), franked 14 as indan stamps overpant
KUWAIT

Impenial Alrways was extended rout from London o Australia via Batavia, and this cover was posted on &
Decamber in Kuwad, it did not join the mail st Basrah until after 12 Dec. ie probably third regular fight

14

rom Kuwait 1o
Viragapatam (Feb, 14)
vig Calcutta (Fab. 12)
Banring ‘KUWAIT' luller
cunced. frankod 7 as
Indian stamps overprnt
Kiwail', ' pay the 3 as
for surface postege and
4 35 nir fee for ietier up
to 10 g in weight to
Karach

BY AIR MAIL

PAH AVILN

(Sernce disconiingsd
on 15t April 34, dus io
not paying ts
ANDETS00 |

f—
A letier camed by the Imperial Arways from Kuwait to Caleufta via Karach| picked up
for Vizagapatam on newly established Ar Taxi Service

First Flight
Karachi - Lahore

1834 (Des 1) A cover
from Kuwall 1o Lahora
(Dec. 15), via Basra
{Des 4) Karmohi,
bearing KUWAIT killer
cancel, frankad 8 a8
Indian stampa overprnt
o pay surface postage 3
s & ar fee ol B as
Including 2 as. for
intorrad wir mail from
Karachl to Lahaore

-—_— - e
&y Adr in India
Plrat TIzht srhchi-Lahbrs

Jus e Davie,,
e/o Foat-moter,
Isdin.

—
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LUFTSHIEF GRAF IEMPELIN
ARGENTINIENFANRT

1834 [Jun. 14} A coves
from Kuwai to
Pamambuco, Brazd (Jun
28), Stuttgart (Jun. 23),
Friedrichshafen (Jun 23,
baaring "KLIWAIT" Kilker
canced, franked 10 % aa
Indian stamps overprint
KLUWAIT

First Flight
Kuwait — Durban |
South Africa

2 lettery camied
fram Kowait

1934 (Jul. 12) A megntered
cover from Kuwait 1o
Durean, South Africa
{Oct 31) via Baghdad {Jul
16), Cairn (Jul, 17) basanng
“HIMNVAIT double ing
‘Reg” cancel franked
One R Indian stamps
overprnl KUWAIT

Routs: via Basra. Baghdag,
then connacted to London -
Camo — Nairobl — Salsbury
= Bulawayo = Durban
Retumed 1o Baghdad

16




|A First Flights through Kuwalit
1932 ~ 1934

(IA's Hanno plane on a Kuwait Airport sandy runway in 1934)

In March 1927, the British Marine Air Navigation, Daimler Airways, Handley Page Transport and Intone Air
Line, merged into The Imperial Airways (lA), a new entity which aimed to link the British Empire colonies. |A had
two main routes, one through East Asia and all the way to Australia and the other throughout Africa. |IA greatly
contributed to developing mail services and accelerating its intercontinental movement.

In April 1929 the Persian Government agreed to let the |A fly over their territory. |1A’s route extended from Basra
to reach Bushire, Lengeh, Jask, Gwadar and then Karachi. This made the journey between Croydon, England and
Karachi take only seven days and the mail sent from Kuwait to Karachi to take only two days compared to the
previous 10-14 days for mail sent by sea.

In July 1932 the Persian Government issued a ban of |A flights over its soil. This caused the British and Indian
governments make an agreement with the ruler of “Sharjah” to allow |A flights with an overnight stop for rest. As a
result, Kuwait became the first stop for flights heading from Basra to Karachi.

NO. | - Outline of Exhlblt - o Page No.
l The Cairo ~ Basra Service, 1927~1929 2
2 The England ~ India Serwce
- Persian Coast, 1929~1932 13
- Arabian Coast, 1932 4
- 1% direct flight from Kuwait, 1933 | % 5
- 1%t flights: Baghdad, New Zealand, Athens 6.7
- 1% flight: Kuwait, Calcutta - 8.9 |
- 1% flight: Kuwait, Rangoon - T
- 1% flight: Kuwait, Singapore e 12,13
Trans-Atlantic ~ South America, 1934 10,16
4 | African Service, 1% flight: Kuwait, Durban, South Africa ) 16

This exhibit showcases a number of memorial covers that were sent along each new route launched
during that period (1932-1934). They were sometimes addressed to the sender’s own names in order to
have them sent back. Those covers are highly significant in tracking the first flights to and from Kuwait.
The memorial covers highlight the influence of airlines on the development of postal services.

Main Reference:

- The Postal in Eastern Arabia and Gulf, Neil Donaldson; Harry Hayes Philatelic Study, 1975. & (Supplement) 1994.

- Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways Eastern Route 1927-1939 (V. 1 & V. 2), Peter Wigent; Winchester 20035.

- The Francis Kiddle, Collection of Kuwait, Grosvenor Philatelic Auction. London 201 1.

Research Published by the Exhibitor:

- Abdul-Mughni, Eighty-five years of Imperial Airways flying through Kuwait in Arabic, Resalat, AL Kuwait magazine.
P.35-45, issue 61, Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait, Jan 2018.
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“The Cairo ~ Basra Service”

1927-1929

Imperial Airways took over the RAF Baghdad - Cairo service in January 1927 and extended it to Basra. The service
was fortnightly until April when it became weekly. It had been expected that the air route would be extended to
Karachi after a short time, but there were problems in negotiating flying rights over Persia and so the extension was
delayed until 1929, and thus for two year operated only between Cairo and Basra.

“Air Mail” label
affixed in blue

Route: Basrah,

Gaza, Cairo, and
then sea from
Port Said to
Marseilles and
from there to
London.

Air Mail Rate
1%2 as. for
every 10 grams
or fraction

# 8 B B @ B B @

.................

‘‘‘‘‘

& m B " @

B N

Baghdad, Rutbah,

Mediterranean Sea

1928 (Oct. 9) A cover from Kuwait to Michigan, USA via Basra (Oct. 11), bearing
‘KUWAIT’ killer cancel, franked 474 as. Indian stamps overprint ‘Kuwait’ to pay the 3 as.
Surface postage and the 1’4 as. air fee for letter up to 10 in weight.

@ & & & B F # 8 5 = @

--------------

................
& @ = 9 ® @ @ &8 o= @ w @ b & & @ F @ & =
& . i ]

Map of “Imperial Airways” Cairo ~ Basra air service, January 1927 — March 1020
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“The England ~ India Service”
The Persian Coast
1929-1932

Inauguration of Imperial Airways ‘Corydon-Karachi’ Service opened on March 1929. The route started by airmail
from London to Paris and Basel then by train to Genoa then again by air to Alexandria to Karachi with stops at Gaza,
Rutbah, Baghdad, Basra, Bushire, Lengeh, Jask and Gwadar. In November 1929 the first section of the route was
altered to an all air route from London to Paris, Cologne, Nuremburg, Vienna, Budapest, Skopje, Salonika, and
Athens Crete, Alexandria.

‘BY AIR”
Handstamp applied
in black

This cover flown

on the first return
flight, which left
Karachi on 7 April

1929

Route: Delhi,
Karachi, Gwadar,
Jask, Lingeh,
Bushire, Basrah,
then by car to

Kuwait

1929 (Apr. 3) a cover from Delhi, India to Kuwait (Apr. 14), via Karachi (Apr. 7), Bushire
(Apr. 8), Basra (Apr. 9), franked 8 as Indian stamps overprint to pay surface postage 3
as. & air fee of 5 as. including 2 as. for internal air mail from Delhi to Karachi.

Rail connections shownthus:: N G o
B N o 200 500miles R
i @ DELH|

AT N . # w8 & &
’ N TN R AT, ' 5
Mg g s P . . i e 1
i - . mm o N . - a0 [ # B =8 L & - =
g . i L a L L] " . & i - M
i & 1 - - & ¥ ] - W B [ ¥ B L] & i & & 5 & i
: AT . TR R AN L N ¥ o . . o il T . @
iom E B . . . e 3
L] L] L - - .- e L - . - @ ® 8w - &
i i @ C L] L] & @ ®EF AL EE w 4
L] - i L] L ' B B ‘N NN \ i L = - 1
L] - R N N N N L
» T 5 & ; f ‘ " ! :
; . G0 B SN BN Y ' -
‘ . AR IR = : - m . L
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The Alexandria ~ Delhi section of the route as from December 1929
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“The E

gland ~ India Service”
ondon to Kuwait
19

The Imperial Airways route to India changed to Arabian side of the Gulf in October 1932, altered from Persian side:
Bushire, Lingeh, Jask to Basra, Bahrain — Sharjah (Arabian side) and Kuwait became a regular port of call for Imperial
Airways aircraft and both Eastbound and Westbound mail and passenger carrying machines stop here.

First flight ‘ o +
London — Kuwait | '
7 L lu{,f ‘?5::-{ , ;_,_’T: C x |
".1 /1 ~6 LW 7y - E::‘ | -"LT. < -Lef
Scan of backside f o A AA <

7 -

1932 (Sep. 30) A cover from London to Kuwait (Oct. 8) via Basra (Oct. 6), franked G.B 6 d
endorsed First Flight ‘London-Kuwai
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“The England ~ India Service”
The Arabian Coast
1933

First Imperial Airways flight landed at Kuwait was on 28" Oct. 1932. On 22" Dec. 1932, Sheikh of Kuwait agreed with
the Political representative to operate an aviation line - on trial - for six months provided it will convey passengers as
well as mail, and first direct flight from the West to Kuwait was on 6™ Jan.1933, and first flight to return direct from the
East was on 14" January.

-

- (ORSHRY = KON

= TR R T T sy

This cover was
flown on first

service timetable

introduce Jan ,
1933, from Kuwait ; :
Westbound

service.

1933 (Jan. 5) A cover from
Kuwait to England, via Basra
(Jan. 7) bearing ‘KUWAIT’ killer
cancel, franked 7 as. Indian
stamps overprint “Kuwait’, to
pay the 3 as. for surface
postage and 4 as. air fee for
letter up to 10 g. in weight to
England.

This cover was
flown on first
service timetable
introduce Jan
1933, from Kuwait
Eastbound service.

1933 (Jan. 4) A cover

from Kuwait to Karachi,
India, bearing ‘KUWAIT" |
Killer cancel, franked 5 as.
Indian stamps overprint
Kuwait', to pay the 3 as.

for surface postage and 2
as. air fee for letter up to

10 g. in weight to Karachi. §

(o n | _

L PAR AVION

e e —

Scan of backside ' 2
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“The England ~ India Service”
Incoming First Flights
1933

First Flight
Baghdad - Kuwait
Eastbound service

A special cachet was
applied in Baghdad

The first inward flightto |
Kuwait from Baghdad, the |
mail consisted of 43 L Bl AR, NE
registered and 10 ordinary |/ « A8 e & "
|etters 1 S > T 4 "; P 3

Mr., J. Eannaney,
c/o, Post Master,

Kuwalt

Scan of backside

1933 (Jan. 4) A registered cover from Baghdad, Iraq to Kuwait (Jan. 7), franked 21 fills,
with double ring receiving cancel on the reverse.

First Flight B | BY AIR MAIL |
New Zealand - Kuwait § | PAR AVION e
Westbound service. R P ea *

A special cachet was
applied in New Zealand

39 Letters carried.

Scan of backside

1933 (Mar. 31) A cover from Wellington, New Zealand to Kuwait (Apr. 27), with double
ring receiving cancel on the reverse
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First Flight
Athens - Kuwait

The first direct flight
from Athens to Kuwait.

23 Letters carried

1933 (May. 8) A
registered cover from
Athens to Kuwait (May.
11), franked 10D., 8D.,
3D, with double ring
receiving cancel on the
reverse.

Scan of backside

“The England ~ India Service”
Athens / Kuwait / Athens
1933

A letter addressed to New Zealand with “Missent to Kuwait” written and signed in red pen
from the Postmaster of Kuwait, and returned via Basrah (May. 14) backstamped

First Flight
Kuwait - Athens

Return flight to Athens,
17 Letters carried

1933 (May. 23) A
cover from Kuwait to
Athens (May. 27),
bearing ‘KUWAIT’
Killer cancel, franked
4’/ as. Indian stamps
overprint KUWAIT’, to
pay for 3 as. surface
postage and 172 as air
fee for printed letter
rate.

'‘Addndoypageire _

_ AT S

“H mooonotnuévy &morol) Epdacev éviadda ta- ||
furata, OL0Tt areotdAn GepomopLxdc. |

3 ’ : \ -~ 8 ’ |

Anaviioare dia tol diov péoov.

Zntisate whngopooiag did td dmartrodueva woé-
olera Gegomopixd tayvdo. TéAn wal Aouwde Aettope-
oeiag ano to avrdth Tayvdo. I'oageioy.

"Ev avdyxn, Tnrioate xhngogoolag map® fudy, du°
EmLaTOATG.

("Ex zijg Aiev@ivoews T.T.T. ‘Yrovoy, Svyxoivevias).

ey

Propaganda labels were applied by the Greek Ministry of Communications at Athens and
read "The attached letter has arrived quickly, as it was sent by Air Mail. Reply in
the same manner. Apply for information re air fee required and all other particular
to your local Post Office. If necessary apply in writing to us”. Post Telegraph and
Telephone H.O. Ministry of Communications. "
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“England ~ India Service Extension”™

Calcutta ~ Kuwait
1933

From 1 July 1933, the Imperial Airways London-Karachi-Delhi airmail service was extended to Calcutta via Cawnpore
and Allahabad. The return flight left Calcutta on 11 July and arrived in London on 17 July.

First Flight
Calcutta - Kuwait

The return flight left
Calcutta with the
special rectangular
postmark shows:

Karachi-Calcutta

11 Jul First Airmail.

Book Post: printed
letter rate

Backside

A letter signed in
blue pen “unknown”
from the Postmaster
of Kuwait, and

returned to Calcutta.

| =X | 7 [ " This cover sent by :
BY AIR MAIL : _ / D. P. KAPUR. 29 RAMKUMAR GANQUL! LANE.
‘ H i :
BAR. AVION ,q/& OWRAH, CALCUT. INDIA

INDIA- KOWAIT -7 T =

AT pore %ot &
: } 1400 MiLES :

.2

—— = B A’

BY AIR ~24 HOURS *

)

DELMI

Ry
L

Cawnpur
Allahabed Ry, 45anscf

et

CALCUTTA N .

1 |

:; Mr. D.P. Kapur(of Calcutta),
| C/o Postmaster,

| O Rilgngge. Sty e T SRS, ...\ ooiinerensrits

e PR kel | Cal ewlla, |

"‘-lu.l.""l'.‘

Ty

PBv  Indian ‘Granscontinental Rirmays and Imperial Rirmays
dirst Regular Rirmail Petroeen QRalcutta and Karachi.

SPECIAL COMMEMDRATIVE COVER PRINTED UNDER OFFICIAL PERMISSION OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR-
GENERAL OF POSTS & TELEGRAPHS. INDIA VIDE HIS LETTER NO. FM. 265-33 DATED THE 24TH JUNE1933

———

1933 (May. 8) A cover from Calcutta to Kuwait (Jul. 13), franked 3 as., 9. p., with double
ring receiving cancel on the reverse.

Scan of backside:

Route: Calcutta (11.
Jul), Kuwait (Jul. 13),
redirected: to Calcutta
from Kuwait (Jul. 25),
Basra (Jul. 27), and to
Calcutta (Jul. 7) then to T &
Botanic Garden (Jul. 16) " 2] ot
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“England — India Service Extension”
Kuwait ~ Calcutta
1933

Opening of the regular airmail service by Imperial Airways and Indian Trans-Continual Airways between London and
Calcutta. First mail from London was 1 July 1933, but Kuwait and mail was not flown until second flight.

Kuwait - Calcutta

1933 (Jul. 15) A cover from
Kuwait, to Calcutta, India
(Jul. 24) via Basra (Jul. 16)
bearing ‘KUWAIT’ killer
cancel, franked 7as. Indian
stamps overprint
"KUWAIT", to pay the 3 as.
for surface postage and 4
as. air fee for letter up to 10
g in weight.

First Flight
Kuwait - Asansol o St SR
1933 (Jul. 15) Acover * BP’Y“A IEV?::“'
from Kuwait, to ‘ it it asbeiaat wA |
Asansol, India (Jul. 22) § openiNG OF THE REGULAR
via Basra (Jul. 16) AIR SERVICE BY

MAIL
bearing ‘KUWAIT killer | (X5ian TRANS-CONTINENTAL
Indian stamps overprint «By Air in Indla,
KUWAIT", to pay the 3 0
as. for surface postage
and 4as. air fee for
letter upto 10 g in
weight.

Printed Air Mail “label’
annulled in Singapore
by two red pencil lines,
redirect - properly by
sea mail - via Allahabad
(Jul. 24) to Bombay.

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

09
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Graf Zeppelin 4"
- 1933 Flight to
South America

Approximately 14 Letters

carried *

Endorsed

‘By airmail to London’,
bearing Great Britain
K.G.V. &d. pair, tied by
London cancel, two
Zeppelin cachets, Berlin
transit mark.

Graf Zeppelin 11"
1934 Flight to South
America

Approximately 14
Letters carried.

1934 (Sep. 28) A registered
cover from Kuwait to
Pernambuco, Brazil

(Oct. 17) via Friedrichshafen

(Oct. 12), bearing "KUWAIT"
double ring “Reg” cancel,
franked 87 as. Indian
stamps overprint ' KUWAIT".

Endorsed “By airmail to
London’ but not sent through
London,

Routs

Via Basra, Baghdad, Milano, §

Friedrichshafen

“Transatlantic ~ South America”
Graf Zeppelin: Kuwait ~ Brazil

1933

[ INDIA POSTAGE & REVENUE |§

II:‘{.‘-:_ -"\l

- | ] ' = ! : - .
1 < “. ; 1 1 v ‘
. . . - k™ - ‘ -
T~ j 2P 47 Dl
- - " - -
. Y M- ' r .- : e i
[ !‘. -
, > ? J ' e ¥l
‘ '-‘ I . = . L]
- r~ ..“m
i i - 1
- . ‘ .‘J .r. ;

L

T

PE]

YT

1933 (Jul. 20) A registered cover from Kuwait to Reeife - Pernambuco, Brazil (Aug.
9) via London (Jul. 24) -20 days in transit- , Berlin — Friedrichshafen, Germany (Aug.
5), bearing “KUWAIT" double ring "Reg” cancel, franked 8% as Indian stamps
overprint ' KUWAIT".

Route: By Air. Baghdad, Cairo, Brindisi, Croydon, London and Friedrichshafen then
by Zeppelin to Reeife - Pernambuco, Brazil.

BY AIR MAIL | B{ VIA ZEPPELIN =S sl
PAR AVION | B} FRIEDRICHSHAFEN § M

- ¥ = EY
e o S— e —— e L
—_— e seme cm

By Airmail bo—Fomton ”

F . 5 i . .

s Hermann Stoltz & Co

Recife-Pernambhuco.

BRAZIL

[ premrv— * — , — Vi, PSR
| ] i \l\‘qulm —— P LI f - = | !
| " | » [ . ﬂ" 2 5 1
|~ - i ¥
1 e , ] i’ W) |
b - o — ‘ L, | | "'j-‘_‘_- &
e ™ — : . T ] |
SN - I — T, = -
1 iy ~“' . - ] - | i A
) -_—— g - : — = = L, = 1
! - - [ " .ﬂ
¢ . s % = =
'S A er v AN ~ = = - = 11
i ! : be ' ] L ‘l:-' . e
| !' % . i | F S w
i I ] | # I

ol 7]
¥ v . 1 i
W ] - - 5,
; “ - = = N |
| e L : -
L ™ . T ‘
19793 T A ‘
£

TAD LR e I,
iy MR NS A€ <o RS
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“England - India Service Extension”
Rangoon / Kuwait / Rangoon

1933

23 September 1933 Imperial Airways extended rout from India to Rangoon, mail were posted from Kuwait on 28
September, and arrived in Rangoon on 1 October 1933.

§| BY AIR MAIL | [
Kuwait - Rangoon ' e

20 to 25 Letters
carried

1933 (Sep. 23) A cover
from Kuwait to Rangoon,
Burma (Oct. 1), bearing
'‘KUWAIT’ killer cancel,
franked 9 as. Indian

' ’ .~ 1rrawaddy 1l la Company
stamps overprint KUWAIT, he lrrawaddy I #_Otl:_;l_h.a;_ Company
| Post Box, 129
(revers of cover carries 2 08T DOX, L&« |
as.) to pay for 3 as. TIDIA RANGOON

OPENING OF THE REGULAR :
surface postage and 6 as. AIR MAIL SERVICE BY Burman

air fee for rate. IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND
~ INDIAN TRANS-CONTINENTAL
AIRWAYS BETWEEN LONDON

AND RANGOON

First Flight BY AIR MAIL

Rangoon - Kuwait PAR AVION

Few items were flown to
Kuwait

iy

ol a ( l:,_‘nl_@:ﬁ[ig*r_fu;&h.‘v: u';_

-_—y .

1933 (Oct. 1) A cover
from Rangoon to Kuwait
(Oct. 5), franked 9 as.,
with double ring Kuwait
receiving cancel on the

reverse.
There is a commemorative NS e .
h Lo L &4 &L L +;
dumbbel_l - eton the OPENING OF THE REGULAR 3/0 Imperial Alrwavs
back which includes the AIR MAIL SERVICE BY / SR W T m.

date of 2 October. IMPERIAL  AIRWAYS AND
| INDIAN TRANS-CONTINENTAL

AIRWAYS BETWEEN LONDON
AND RANGOON

Scan of
backside

50 [ a vmases
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‘Indian National Airways &Trans-Continual”

Kuwait ~ Singapore ~ Kuwait

1933
Opening of the regular airmail service by Imperial Airways and Indian Trans-Continual Airways between London and
Singapore.
First Flight
Kuwait - Singapore BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

O to 7 Letters carried.

1933 (Dec. 8) A cover
from Kuwait to Singapore
(Oct. 1), via Basrah 10
Dec, Penang 18 Dec,
Kedah 19 Dec 1933,
pearing ‘'KUWAIT’ killer
cancel, franked 9 as.
Indian stamps overprint
KUWAIT' to pay for 3 as.

surface postaqge and 6 as.
: 9 OPENING OF THE REGULAR

air fee for rate. AIR MAIL SERVICE BY

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND
INDIAN TRANS-CONTINENTAL
AIRWAYS BETWEEN LONDON
» AND SINGAPORE

First Flight
Singapore - Kuwait

Return flight to Kuwait. BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION INGAPORE-KUWEIT
1933 (Dec. 29) A cover

from Singapore to Kuwait
1934 (Jan. 11), bearing
Straits Settlements 33c.
with circular framed “T” and
boxed "POSTAGE DUE"
with manuscript “one anna”,
and with Baghdad (6 Jan.
34) Basra (8 Jan. 34),
(Unpaid canceller) Kuwait
arrival marks on reverse.

Postal rate was 43 cents.

- OPENING OF THE REGULAR
33 cent paid one anna AIR MAIL SERVICE BY o L _—
postage due collected in IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND TS, ¥
Kuwait. INDIANTRANS-CONTINENTAL

AIRWAYS BETWEEN LONDON
AND SINGAPORE

777

-
- u,
=
f 1

| sRaITS

Mr R.P.C.lee.,
Grove Koad,
& % O D &%
I N

Straits Settlements.

R K .

GA PO

' ’ - .
1] E B ]
- _
\S
i - ‘1. A '
# L1 .
A
0 -‘r, .!
4 @

Y5 18

. eE—

E R | ,. 4

STRAITS SETTLEMEN

4 ™1 8 N
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“Indian National Airways &Trans-Atlantic”
Kuwait ~ Singapore

1933

First Flight

Kuwait - Singapore — Ty
29p BY AIZ MAIL 2 MATA) <\

With blue cachet ZAR e AL (O e T;;

applied: =%

“FIRST FLIGHT BY

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS”

25 Letters carried.

.r
''r. J.Hannaney,

1933 (Dec. 13) A
registered cover from
Kuwait to Singapore (Dec.

19) bearing ‘KUWAIT’

Reg double ring cancel, . o

franked 9%as. Indian B -I:, 2R MA = o peol

c/o Fost Master,

.,
'I".
- =,

stamps overprint g =l Il
‘KUWAIT’, flown in first AL R et~
Imperial Airways /Indian
National Airways service
extended to Singapore.

Printed Air Mail “label” annulled in Singapore by two blue pencil lines, redirect -
properly by sea mail - via Bombay (Dec. 30) to Baghdad 1934 (Jan. 13).

First Flight
Kuwait - Bangkok

With blue cachet BY AIR MAIL
applied: PAR AVION
“FIRST FLIGHT BY
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS”

7 t0 10 Letters
carried.

1933 (Dec. 13) A
registered cover from
Kuwait to Bangkok (Dec.
18) bearing ‘KUWAIT’
Reg double ring cancel,
franked 9%as. Indian
stamps overprint
'KUWAIT’, flown in first
Imperial Airways /Indian
National Airways service
extended to Singapore.

13
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“Singapore Imperial Airways Service”
Kuwait ~ Australia

1934

Opening of the Air Mail Service by Imperial Airways and Qantas Empire Airways between England and Australia.

e

i

OPENING OF THE AIR MAIL
SERVICE BY IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS AND QANTAS
EMPIRE AIRWAYS
BETWEEN ENGLAND
AND AUSTRALIA

John S.,Davis Hsq.,
Foste Restante,
MET,BOURNE,

Victoria.
AUSTRATLIA .3

1934 (Dec. 8) A cover from Kuwait to Melbourne, Victoria (5. Jan. 1935), Elizabeth St., Melbourne (7. Jan.
1935), bearing ‘'KUWAIT’ Killer cancel, franked (5. Jan. 1935), franked 14 as. Indian stamps overprint
‘KUWAIT'.

Imperial Airways was extended rout from London to Australia via Batavia, and this cover was posted on 8
December in Kuwait, it did not join the mail at Basrah until after 12 Dec. ie probably third regular flight.

14
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“Indian National Airways Extended by Air Taxi Service”
Kuwait ~ Vizagapatam

1934

A bi-weekly service between Calcutta and Madras stopping at Gannavaram, Vizagapatam and Puri to connect \n{ith
the east and west bound service of the Indian Trans continental Airways and Indian National Airways and Indian
National Airways. —

First Flight ’ . '; ,

Kuwait - Vizagapatam BY AIR KUWEIT - KARACHI - CALCUTTA - VIZAGAPATAM
———————————————————————————————————

6 letters carried from * VIA CALCUTTA

Kuwait — 2 .
( By Imperial iirways, Indian Transcontinental & Al

from Kuwait to i ot L o e ko

Vizagapatam (Feb. 14), ' B maZay - 4

via Calcutta (Feb. 12) BFYA Rmavﬂndl' =L o,

bearing ‘KUWAIT killer S

cancel, franked 7 as. B = S

Indian stamps overprint | KUWALT & ;

Kuwait’, to pay the 3 as.
for surface postage and

4 as. air fee for letter up .

to 10 g in weight to

Karachi.

(Service discontinued Je O tc?oeBgng 3)- f’MEfSi%a s
on 1st April 34, due to INDIA | VIZAGAPATAM
not paying its

expenses) '

- I;tter carried by the Imperial Airways from Kuwait to Calcutta via Karachi picked up
for Vizagapatam on newly established Air Taxi Service.

First Flight
Karachi - Lahore

- ] AN ~ehry ' S
}I g\'\\. 5 i II i ™
_ % 1> M LS
. "[f:‘? g e — — = S s =—. . ?' .

1934 (Des. 1) A cover
from Kuwait to Lahore
(Dec. 15), via Basra

(Dec. 4) Karachi, L g o

bearing ‘KUWAIT’ killer T GAIRMAIL

cancel, franked 9 as By Alr in Indie

Indian stamps overprint First flight Karachi-Lahore

to pay surface postage 3
as. & air fee of 6 as.
including 2 as. for
internal air mail from *
Karachi to Lahore. J. 5. Davis.,

c/o0 Postmaster,

LAHORE, Indisas,

e PN -

15
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“Trans-Atlantic ~ South America”
& First Flight to Durban /South Africa

1934
Graf Zeppelin 3™
South America Flight :
(Argentinianfahrt) ﬁ
Endorsed “by airmail 19 %ﬂéalf
to London LUFTSCHIFF GRAF ZEPPELIN
ARGENTINIENFAHRT

1934 (Jun. 14) A cover
from Kuwait to
Pernambuco, Brazil (Jun.
26), Stuttgart (Jun. 23),
Friedrichshafen (Jun. 23),
bearing "KUWAIT" Killer
cancel, franked 10 % as.

Indian stamps overprint
KUWAIT,

First Flight
Kuwait — Durban /
South Africa

2 letters carried
from Kuwait

POSTACE -REVENUE

1934 (Jul. 12) A registered
cover from Kuwait to
Durban, South Africa

(Oct. 31) via Baghdad (Jul.
16), Cairo (Jul. 17) bearing
‘KUWAIT" double ring
‘Reg” cancel, franked

One R. Indian stamps
overprint ' KUWAIT".

Hea

shannaney,

Mr, J
%ﬂ! MW

a "" . a'.r -
« - - = il
2 e §

Routs: via Basra, Baghdad,
then connected to London —
Cairo — Nairobi — Salisbury
— Bulawayo - Durban
Returned to Baghdad
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