


TELEGRAPH COMMUNICATION IN RUSSIA
(1858 - 1880)

Exhibits оп analyzing the telegraph buýiness Ьу displaying чаriочý telegraph forrns and other
documents wеrе officially included in the Postal History class at the 70th FIP Congress iп July 2008.
The рчrроsе of the collection is to shoч, the development of telegraph communication iп Russia. Telegraph
communication was carried out Ьу transmitting electrical signals which wеrе translated into аlрhапчmеriс
mеýýаgеý (telegrams) which wеrе sent over п,irеs.

Теlеgrарh communication iп Russia is опе of the most interesting and least studied aspects of postal
history. This fact сап Ье partly explained Ьу the rаriý of геlечапt material. Telegrams wеrе sent significantly less
often than letters and they wеrе not preserved since they contained little informafion апd didn't have any postal
stamps and wеrе not pictorial and fоr that rеаsоп wеrе not collected. Considering the rаriý of thiý material, it was

рrасtiсаПу not stцdied in the philatelic literature. The ачthоr considers the publication of his article оп this subject
which for the first time presents а пчmЬеr of чпkпоwп telegrams as ап important сопtriЬцtiоп.

The ciý telegraph began to operate in Moscow iп 1854; in l880 the ciý, alread1, had 33 stations.
At the ýаmе time, telegraph lines were built, which connected Moscow with mап1, cities including Kazan
(18б3). Viа Kazan, iп 18б0-1870, Moscow rесеiчеd telegraph communications with the cities of Siberia
апd the Fаr East, as well as with the Аmеriсап Telegraph Line.

At first, the devices of the Аmеriсап inventor Sаmчеl Моrsе (|791-1S72) worked at Russian
telegraph stations. Since 18б5, David Hughes' direct-printing machines Ьеgап operating as well.
Machines llughes made it possible to transmit telegrams 3 times faster than Morse del,ices.

Receiving and transmitting foreign dispatches Ьу electromagnetic telegraph was carried out
according to the Telegraph Сопчепtiоп, concluded оп ýeptember 24-26, 1854, Ьеtи,ееп Russia and
Prussia, Austria Subsequently, 10 mоrе Ечrореап countries, including Frапсе, Great Britain,
Switzerland, апd others, joined this Сопчепtiоп.

In Мау I884, the length of the telegraph liпеs of Russia was 9б,390 Hlometers long. At those times,
1372 telegraph stations wеrе operating, at which 2953 Morse апd l2б Hughes apparatus wеrе installed.

In Russia, the total пчmЬеr of dispatches (telegrams) transmitted Ьу telegraph rvas 534,7б2 in
18б5; 1,744,834 in I875; 7,б8б,539 in 1875; and 10,226,140 in 1884.

рLлN
1. Dispatch frоm the telegraph station iп Russia
2. Теlеgrаm is а new word in the Russian language
3. Telegrams frоm Hughes'Hughes device
4. International telegraph in Russia
5. The public telegraph in St. Petersburg
б. The telegraph of the main station in St. РеtеrsЬчrg
7. Military апd police telegraph in St. РеtеrsЬчrg
8. Саmр telegraph
9. Receipts for receiving dispatches (telegrams)
10. Envelopes for telegram delivery

LITERATURA
1. М. Kossoy. Telegraph forms of Russia. Тhе British Jочrпаl of Russian Philately, Jl}85, ачtчmп 2000,

рр.38-44.

2-4
5-7
8_9
10
ll
12
13
l4
l5
16

1880)



1. DISPATCH FROM ТНЕ TELEGRAPH STATION IN RUSSIA

1-I. DISPATCH ОF ТНЕ MOSCOW CITY TELEGRAPH

The city telegraph began operating in Moscow in 1854. The ciý telegraph network was constantly
developing and expanding; iп 1880, thеrе wеrе already 33 stations operating iп the city.
At the same time, telegraph lines wеrе built that connected Moscow with Kiev (1854), Nizhny Novgorod
(1859) and Каzап (1Sб3). Thanks to the Каzап telegraph line, in 18бOs-1870s Moscow received telegraph
communications with the cities of Siberia and the Fаr East, as well as with the Аmеriсап Telegraph Line.

Еrrоrs wеrе made iп the text of the dispatch: instead of "Получено" (Received) it was printed
"ПуолчепоО'; instead of "Получена" (received) - "Получено"; instead of "Поданq" (submitted) -
"Подано".
The dispatch of the Moscow City Telegraph (NI.C.T. in the frame) is kпоwп only in опе сору.

Dispatch No. 98, 2i wоrds. ryas sent in }Ioscolv frоm the Sushchevskaya station оп August 10th, 18б4, at
2:20 р.m; and rесеiчеd at the Gorodskaya station at the same time.
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1-2. DISPATCH FRОМ ТНЕ TELEGRAPH STATION IN ODESSA

Iп 1854, the telegraph line between Moscorv and Kiev Ьеgап ореrаtiпg. This telegraph line was
extended from Kyiv to Odessa, where the telegraph station was орепеd оп Мау 15th, 1855. The total length
of this telegraph line was 759 kilometers.

Since 1854, Russian telegraph stations used the devices of the Аmеriсап inventor Samuel Моrsе
(i7 9 1 -1S7 2) to transmit disp atches (telegrams).

These devices used Morse code to transmit dispatches. Morse code is а method of encoding letters of
ап alphabet, пumЬеrs and symbols in the fоrm of short оr long bursts of electric сurrепt. Short inclusions
аrе dots, long ones аrе dashes.

The dispatch frоm the telegraph station in Odessa is knoryn only in 1 сору.
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1-3. DISPATCH FRОМ ТНЕ TELEGRAPH STATION IN RIGA

In Russia, teleg.apt, lines wеrе in most cases built along railways. In 1885, construction of the tine from
St. РеtеrsЬurg to Revel (the telegraph station opened there оп Juпе 10) апd to Riga (the station opened there
оп June 14) was completed.

The dispatch form of the telegraph station iп Riga differs from all known forms iп that it rvas printed on
colored light grееп рареr, it had the definition "TELEGRAPHIC" in the title, апd the coat of аrms of the
telegraph department was printed above the title.

The dispatch frоm the telegraph station in Riga is known only iп 2 copies.
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The telegraph dispatch was sent frоm Revel оп July 19,1860 at8z22 рm. Received iп Riga at 8:48 рm.

-Флgоъ
ar),//?

Ц-/4r- {8",",-/ -{,,-_ -1 _

*,2rйп'Ао"rа



2. TELEGRAM IS А NEW WORD IN ТНЕ RUSSIAN LANGUAGE

2-1. TELEGRAM IS А NEW WORD IN тнЕ RUSSIAN LAI{GUAGE

In 18б0, the telegraph department of Russia decided to replace the Frепсh word "DEPECHE" with
the mоrе understandable Russian word. There waý по such word in the Russian language, so the пеw rvord
o'Telegram" was made, originating from the word "Telegraph".
Оп the letterhead of the Main Telegraph Station in St. Petersburg in 18б0, this word was printed with
еrrоrs: instead of the letter 66А" at the end of the word "Теlеgrаm" - the lеttеr "Ъ". Additional еrrоrý wеrе
in the words "Submitted" and 'oReceived": instead of the letter *А' at the end of the wоrdо there was the
letter ('0оо.

The fоrm of the Main Telegraph Station in St. Petersburg in 18б0 frоm telegram with еrrоrs
is known опlу iп 1 сору.
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The telegram J\Ъ 1207, 19 rT,ords rтas sent from St. Petersburg оп the 21'n of Мау 18б0 at 9.37 рm.
It was rесеiчеd in St. Petersburg оп the 22'h of N{ау at 1.4б рm.
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2-ъ.TELEGRAM IS А NEw WORD IN тнв RUSSIAг{ LANGUAGE

Оп the first forms for telegraph stations in Russia, the word "Telegram" was also printed rvith еrrоrs:
instead of the letter ((Л" at the end of the rvord "Telegram", the letter О'Ъ" waý printed. There were also
mistakes in the words "submittedoo and "Received'o: instead of the letter цл'r Lt the ends of the words the
letter "ЪО'appeared.
Iп April 18б3, the construction of the telegraph line to Siberia was not yet completed. Тhеrеfоrе, the
tеIеgrаm frоm St. Petersburg waý ýent Ьу telegraph to the stations in Omsk (1 day) and then "Ву post to
Кrаsпоуаrsk" (20 days).
The telegram fоrm rvith еrrоrs and the mark "further Ьу mail" is knorvn only in 1 сору.
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2_3. TELEGRAM IS А NEW WORD IN ТНЕ RUSSIAN LANGUAGE

Since 18б4, the пеw wоrd "Telegram" rvas finally established in the Russian language, and it was printed
on all forms without еrrоrs.
In the address of the telegram: "St. Petersburg" Dispatch to the First Line (Vasilievsky Island), пчrпЬеr 50"
the sender uses the old word "Dispatch'o.
Тhе telegraph line between St. Petersburg and Moscow was opened in 1854. The IarT No. 28211 of Мау 7,
1854, authorized the transmission of dispatches of private реrsопý using this liпе. There wеrе 12 telegraph
offices in cities along this line, with а total of 35 telegraph stations оп the line.
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The telegram No.228|,27 rvords, rvas submitted in N{oscow on August 24,1864, at 10.03 аm. and received
in St. РеtеrsЬчrg оп August 24 at 10.55 аm.
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3. TBLEGRAMS FRом HUGHES,DEvIcE

3_1. TELEGRAM FRом HUGHES, APPARATUS IN ST. PETERSBURG

Since 18б5, the ореrаtiоп of the direct-printing apparatus of the Аmеriсап iпчепtоr David tlughes
(1831_1900) began in Russia. 2 devices each wеrе installed at the Main Stations in St. Petersburg and
Moscow. Hughes devices made it possible to transmit telegrams 3 times faster than Morse devices.

Telegraph fоrm (Туре 1) - see the distinctive features below (text and пчmЬеr of dashes).

The telegram (Туре 1) is kпоwп опlу in the lst сору.
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Telegram No. 122,20 words, sent frоm Krasnoyarsk on the 1Oth at 2:50 p.m. Received in St. Petersburg
at the Main Station on ОсtоЬеr 10, 18б9.
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3-2. TELEGRAM FROM HUGHES, APPARATUS IN ST. PETERSBURG

The Telegraph Department's report spoke of the speed, ассчrасу and сопчепiепсе of transmitting
dispatches through the Hughes system.

These arguments convinced the government of the need to purchase such devices. Fоr the right to use
Hughes devices in Russia, the inventor received а huge rеwаrd of 200 thousand francs from the government.

Telegraph form (Туре2)* see the distinctive features below (text апd пчmЬеr of dashes). Additional
distinctive features _ see coat of аrms (паrrоw оr wide tail). The form was intended for sending government
telegrams (see letter tlP'l in the lower text).

The telegrarn (Туре 2) is known only in the lst сору.
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Telegram No. б486, 18 words,, sent frоm Odessa оп the 31st at б:28 а.m. Received in St. РеtеrsЬurg at
the Main Station оп December 31, 1872.
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4. INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH IN RUSSIA

Reception and transmission of foreign dispatches was carried out according to the Telegraph
Convention concluded оп September 24-26,1854, between Russia and Prussia. Subsequently, 10 mоrе
Еurореап соuпtriеs joined this Convention, including Frапсе, Great Britain, Srvitzerland, and others.

In 1854, the Russian telegraph netrvork was connected to Prussian and Austrian wires - а direct
connection with Ечrоре waý established.

In 185б (only the 2nd уеаr of wоrk)о 18,437 dispatches wеrе sent abroad, апd 17,295 dispatches wеrе
rесеiчеd frоm аьrоаd.
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The telegram was sent from Berlin оп Арril
transmitted to Europe (there is ап епtrу about it in
telegraph of the main astronomical observator1-) on

23rd, 1874 (Gregorian саlепdаr) at 11.20 аm. It was
the "Official notes"). It was received in Pulkovo (the
April 11th (the Julian calendar) at 4.55 аm.
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ý тнЕ PUBLIс TELEGPAPH IN St. PETERýBURG

The fоrm has the coat of arms of Sankt Petersburg at the top, оп the right is the date of iпstаПiпg
the telegraph which is the 22"d of Мау 1866.
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According to the information in the соlчmп "ofIicial notes"'the telegram was sent from the station J\b б
(it was located in the Viborg district of the city) оп the 4'ь of April at 8.15 аm.
According to the text contained in the fоrm the telegraph waý established оп the22"o of Мау 18бб, but
actually it was in ореrаtоп Ьу the beginning of Арril 18бб.
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б. ТНЕ TELBGRAPH ОF ТНЕ MAIN STATION IN St. PETERSBURG

In the telegram fоrm or rrб' the паmе of the station is printed on both sides with respect to
the coat of аrms and is somewhat altered : o'the main station'o instead of '6of the main
station."
In the соlчmп " official notesn'an епtrу is made that explains the сачsе of the delay: 6'The

delay in dispatching the mail to Nizhniy Novgorod at 14 hоurs 5 minutes. In Vytegra the
delay is 4 hочrs 31 minutes.
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The telegram waý sent frоm ЕkаtеriпЬчrg оп the 22"d of Juпе 18б5 at 10аm. It was
receiyed in Sankt РеtеrsЬчrg on the 29th of Juпе at 7.44 рm.
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7. MILITARY AND POLICE TELEGRAPH IN St. PETERSBURG

F'оr the first time, the telegraph for the special рurроýеs of the Police Department was established
in St. Petersburg in 1858. This telegraph connected the police city management with subordinate
organizations in чаriочý parts of the city.

The police telegraph was used exclusively for official communications to resolve issues of city
security,, as well as assistance iп case of firе.

The telegram ЛЬ 121 rvas sent iп St. Petersburg frоm the Station "Address Вurgе" оп NочеmЬеr 13, 1879,
at 6:05 рm; and received Ьу the station "Staff on the Gendarmerie" at 6:10 рm.
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. 8. тнЕ сАмр TELEGRAPH STATION

The peculiar fеаtчrе of the саmр telegraph is that for the transmission of а private tеlеgrаm опе was
charged, and the amount was determined Ьу the пчmЬеr of words. The аmочпt was shown at the bottom of
the fоrm.
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А telegram NЬ 52, 1б words rvas sent frоm ОrапiепЬаum оп the 12'h of June 1873lt б.20 рm. It was sent to
the Red Village апd then Ьу the саmр telegraph to the Finland regiment. It was received at б.30.
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9. RECEIPT ОF ТНЕ TELEGRAPH STATION IN ST. PETERSBURG

Оп April 15, 1855, the Regulations оп the Admission and Reception of transmission of dispatches
(telegrams) Ьу electromagnefic telegraph (Act of 15 January 1855, No. 28940) started to take effect. The
Regulation established the rulеs for sending and receiving both domestic and international telegrams.
Тhеrе wеrе also Fоrms of Receipts for payments rvhen sending а dispatch.

These rules established the possibiliý of additional Receive payment and sеrчiсеs: l- Checking the
time of the dispatch delivery; 2- Receiving а сору of the sent dispatches; 3- identiý card of the recipient
of the dispatch;4- notification of delivery of the dispatch to the belonging;S-further transmission of the
dispatch to а new address Ьу mail оr Ьу соuriеr. AlI this information has Ьееп printed оп the receipt
fоrm.

This фре of receipt for sending а dispatch is known only in 3 copies.
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Receipt No. 4418б, received at the telegraph station in St. Petersburg to send а dispatch No. 45б2.
Dispatch class "l" (determined Ьу the пumЬеr of words. Dispatches up to 25 words - рауmепt 25
kopecks). The 24-rvord dispatch rvas adopted оп 25 NочеmЬеr 18б4 at 2:10 p.m. to Ье sent to Vilпа. Fоr
the transmission of the dispatch the sепdеr was charged in total - 3 rubles 75 kopecks.
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10. ENVELOPES FoR TELEGRAп4 DELIVER.Y

Until l87б, all telegrams wеrе delivered in а special envelope with the printed text "TELEGRAM".
Delivery of telegrams has been established Ьу mail, relay, оr соuriеr, but for а distance of по mоrе thап
7 kilometers frоm the station. Теlеgrаm No. 508б04 was sent frоm Fellin, Livoniao to the village Aidenhof
volost Ьу сочriеr (see the text "1 ruЬlе was paid to the сочriеr"). The telegram waý not delivered (see the text

"Fоr ambiguity of the address" Returns. Signature").
The envelope of the telegram with sending Ьу соuriеr апd return is known only iп опе сор!,.
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The епvеlоре of the Jakobstadt Telegraph Station was рriпtеd on colored paper (а rаrе variant), а
telegraph la.bel was printed оп the envelope flap (rare exception, оп other envelopes whеп sealing the label
оп the flap glued).

Telegram No. 10б2 \ryas ýent fоr delivery to Jakobstadt оп April 24,1874 at 4:05 р.m.
The branded envelope of the Jakobstadt telegraph station is kлоrчп опIу in 2 instances.
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